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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1924. 

GENERAL  REMARKS: 

The  Report  for  the  past  year  is  again 
an  Interim  Report;  that  is,  it  deals 
mainly  with  records  and  facts  relating 
solely  to  the  past  year,  1924;  and  does 
not  draw  any  comparison  with  other 
years. 

During  the  past  year,  1924,  the  health 
of  the  Borough  has  been  well  main¬ 
tained  ;  and  this  Report  is  one  of  slow 
but  steady  progress. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  still  improving  ; 
1924  is  higher  than  1923,  and  that  was 
slightly  higher  than  1922. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  is 
very  low;  and  epidemics  were  absent. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  main¬ 
taining  its  “grip,”  and  shows  a  slow 
but  steady  improvement,  both  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  in  the  interest  taken  by 
mothers  and  helpers. 

As  regards  Housing,  see  later  in  this 
Report. 

POPULATION : 

The  Registrar  General  in  a  recent 
Official  Circular,  estimates  the  popular 
lation  of  the  Borough  of  Totnes  at  4,052 
(last  census  3,982). 

BIRTHS : 

The  corrected  number  of  births  regis¬ 
tered  in  1924  was  69;  viz.,  36  males,  33 
females.  In  1923  the  number  was  60. 

The  figures  thus  show  a  slight  in¬ 
crease  in  the  births,  to  correspond  with 
a  slight  increase  in  the  population. 

The  figure  for  1924,  viz.,  69,  repre¬ 
sents  a  birth  rate  of  just  17  per  thou¬ 
sand  living.  In  1923,  a  rate  of  just  15 
per  thousand  living. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in 
the  past  five  years  is  as  under : — 

1920,  77;  1921,  60;  1922,  58;  1923, 
60;  1924,  69. 
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The  record  of  births  in  England  and 
Wales  for  1924  is  18.8 ;  and  for  the  157 
smaller  towns  of  England  and  Wales  is 
18.7  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  birth  rate  in  the  Borough  is  thus 
not  far  behind  that  of  much  larger 
centres  of  population. 

DEATHS : 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  Borough  of  Totnes  in  1924  was 
73,  almost  exactly  the  same  as  last 
year,  viz.,  76. 

Of  these  73  deaths,  47  were  cf  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  Borough  (the  same  as  in 
1923),  and  26  were  of  non-r’esidents. 

There  were  two  cases  of  transferable 
deaths,  which  have  to  be  added  to  the 
total  of  deaths  of  residents. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  of  re¬ 
sidents  is  thus  49  :  20  males,  29  females. 

The  death  rate  for  1924  is  equal  to  a 
mortality  of  12  per  thousand  living,  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  as  in  1923. 

In  England  and  Wales,  generally,  the 
death  rate  was  practically  identical, 
viz.,  12.2  per  1,000  living. 

AGES  AT  DEATH : 

Of  the  47  deaths  of  residents  actually 
occurring  in  the  Borough  of  Totnes  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  transferable  deaths  which 
occurred  outside  the  Borough),  22  were 
over  65  years  of  age;  25  were  of  per¬ 
sons  under  65  years  of  age. 

Last  year  (1923)  out  of  47  deaths  of 
residents,  31  were  over  65  years  of  age, 
and  16  were  under  that  age. 

But,  of  course,  great  variation  may 
always  be  expected.  A  series  of  years 
never  produce  the  same  result,  in  all 
the  varied  records  and  figures  kept  even 
by  a  local  Authority  in  Public  Health. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFIED : 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1924 
was  10;  in  1923,  5;  in  1922,  '2. 

Including  all  cases,  they  were : — 
Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  7 

Total  ...  10 

The  figure  (7)  for  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  rather  higher  than  for  last 
year,  viz.,  4;  but  1  regard  i^nis  as  sim¬ 
ply  due  to  better  notification,  all  round, 
since  my  last  Report ;  and  not  due  to 
any  increase  in  this  disease,  for  wliich 
there  is  no  evidence. 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
(PHTHISIS)  : 

Under  this  heading,  amongst  residents 
of  the  Borough  only,  there  were  five 
cases  of  death.  In  1923,  two  cases 
only. 

I  still  wish  to  insist  that  early  notifi¬ 
cation  is  essential,  once  a  diagnosis  can 
be  made. 

It  is  the  one  chance  for  the  patient, 
especially  now  that  so  many  cppr.iiuni- 
ties  are  offered  for  treatment;  and  it  is 
equally  essential  for  the  safety  of  those 
around  the  patient,  and  the  safety  of 
the  general  public. 

We  now  know  that  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  (commonly  called  “Consump¬ 
tion”)  is  a  germ  disease  easily  spread, 
and  highly  infectious  in  certain  stages. 
It  ought  to  be  notified  by  any  person, 
if  once  clearly  proved  to  be  present. 

CANCER  (all  forms). 

During  the  year  1924  two  deaths  only 
were  certified  as  due  to  Cancer  or  Mal¬ 
ignant  Disease  in  any  form ;  in  1923,  7 
deaths ;  in  1922,  five  deaths. 

The  record  is  good,  but  the  disease  is 
very  variable,  and  mostly  fatal. 

We  seem  as  far  off  as  ever  in  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  control  (or  abolish)  this 
scourge,  though  modern  treatment,  e.g., 
radium,  etc.,  offers  more  hope  of  relief, 
if  not  cure.  I  strongly  repeat,  and  I 
adhere  to  my  remarks  made  in  my  last 
Annual  Report,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  a 
reasoned  and  regulated  Notification  of 
proved  cases,  as  a  basis  for  a  possible 
deeper  investigation,  mitigation,  or  cure 
of  this  dread  and  widespread  disease. 

DEATHS  FROM  ACCIDENT  OR 

SUICIDE : 

I  regret  to  report  that  there  were  two 
deaths  from  suicide  during  1924.  Both 
were  males,  and  their  ages  were,  respec¬ 
tively,  45  and  72  years. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  both  cases 
were  declared  to  be  of  unsound  mind. 

INFANT  MORTALITY : 

During  1924  only  two  cases  of  in¬ 
fants’  death  occurred  under  one  year  of 
age — one  male,  one  female. 

In  1923,  three  deaths ;  in  1922,  two 
deaths. 

This  is,  once  again,  a  satisfactory  re¬ 
cord. 

I  feel  sure  that  Public  Health  work 
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goes  far  to  establish  this  good — very 
good — record. 

The  figure  (2)  represents  an  infant 
mortality  of  approximately  30  per  thou¬ 
sand  births. 

In  England  and  Wales,  generally,  it 
was  71  per  thousand  births  in  1924. 

Last  year  the  rate  was  (in  the  Bor¬ 
ough)  50  per  thousand  births. 

In  such  a  record,  comment  is  need¬ 
less. 

EPIDEMICS : 

During  1924  there  were  none. 

As  I  have  stated,  elsewhere,  the  noti¬ 
fications  of  all  forms  of  infectious  dis¬ 
ease  was  very  low. 

MATERNITY  and  CHILD  WELFARE : 

This  Centre  has  undoubtedly  main¬ 
tained  its  usefulness  and  influence  on 
the  mothers’  interest.  If  it  is  closed, 
we  are  always  asked  for  the  date  of  the 
re-opening. 

The  attendance,  though  not  large,  is 
a  slowly  growing  one ;  and  the  interest 
shown  in  health  talks,  in  questions 
asked,  in  regular  weighing  of  babies, 
and  in  diagrams  or  pictures  concerning 
the  children’s  health,  all  tend  to  prove 
that  the  work  done  is  not  in  vain. 

Besides  this,  we  have  had  visits  from 
various  County  Medical  Officers  (not  all 
men).  Moreover,  we  have  improved  the 
Centre :  it  is  much  simpler  to  visit  the 
doctor’s  room  via  a  new  door,  and  only 
two  steps. 

And  further,  there  is  a  new  mode  of 
entrance  and  exit  by  which  children, 
mothers,  and  “perambulators”  can 
reach  the  main  street  of  Totnes  with¬ 
out  going  up  or  down  any  steps  at  all. 
This  is  a  great  advance. 

There  still  remains  the  difficulty  of 
the  children’s  noise  and  chatter  when 
useful  lectures  or  “talks”  are  being 
given  to  the  mothers  by  a  health  visitor 
or  the  doctor.  It  would  be  a  great  help 
if  the  children  could  be,  temporarily, 
“switched  off!” 

HOUSING,  Etc. 

During  1924,  more  houses  were  built, 
and  more  houses  planned,  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  Council,  as  a  local 
authority,  did  not  erect  any  houses ; 
they  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  Priory  Estate  has  been  opened  up 
for  purposes  of  building,  a  lay  out  made 
and  the  whole  sewered,  etc.,  according 
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to  plan.  The  detailed  account  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report. 

In  1924,  four  new  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted,  and  others  were  in  course  of 
construction. 

RECREATION  GROUND  OR 
BOROUGH  PARK: 

As  I  have  said  before,  this  Park  is  an 
invaluable  asset  to  this  Borough : 
mainly  for  reasons  of  Public  Health,  but 
also  from  every  standpoint.  It  is  a 
rallying  point  of  health,  happiness,  and 
rational  enjoyment. 

The  Park  shows  a  steady  improve¬ 
ment,  both  in  appearance  and  in  useful¬ 
ness.  Improvements  are  always  being 
made,  e.g.,  the  Bandstand  is  to  be  en¬ 
closed  to  protect  the  performers  from 
the  weather,  I  believe  with  glass  panels. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS: 

DAIRY  FARMS: 

There  are  15  Dairies  in  the  Borough, 
and  19  retailers  of  milk.  They  have 
been  systematically  examined  and  in¬ 
spected,  and  defects  (where  found)  re¬ 
medied. 

The  Surveyor  will  report  on  these 
matters  in  fuller  detail. 

I  regret  that  no  one  sells  “Graded” 
Milk.  The  supply  of  clean  milk  is  ab¬ 
solutely  essential  to  Public  Health. 

SCHOOLS  : 

All  the  Schools  in  the  Borough  of 
Totnes  have  been  examined  during  1924 
by  the  M.O.H.  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Plans  have  been  passed  for  additional 
sanitary  accommodation  at  the  Senior 
(late  Church)  Schools.  The  playground 
for  the  boys  at  this  School  leaves  much 
to  be  desired.  The  surface  is  rough, 
loose,  and  many  large  holes  exist.  It 
should  be  asphalted,  in  my  opinion. 

FINAL  REMARKS : 

The  year’s  work  has  been  satisfactory 
on  the  whole ;  my  own  work  has  been 
handicapped  by  a  serious  illness  and  a 
severe  surgical  operation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  R.  ALLINGHAM, 

M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  M.R.C.S.  (Eng.) 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Borough  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE 


Totnes 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1924. 


Gontlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  fourth 
Annual  Report,  which,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  is  to  be  my  last  one,  having  been 
appointed  as  Borough  Surveyor,  etc.,  to 
the  Bridport  Corporation  in  Dorset,  and 
shall  take  up  my  new  duties  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  During  the  time  I  have  served 
you  as  a  Council,  you  have  supported 
my  honest  endeavours  to  improve  the 
town,  and  assisted  me  greatly  by  so  do¬ 
ing,  further  more  you  have  treated  me 
as  a  public  official  ought  to  be  treated, 
who  tries  to  give  of  his  best.  For  all 
this  I  sincerely  thank  you. 


GENERAL  REMARKS: 


During  the  year  steady  progress  has 
been  maintained,  although  nothing  has 
been  achieved  which  is  worthy  of  spe¬ 
cial  comment.  Several  necessary  im¬ 
provements  have  been  carried  out,  and 
schemes  have  been  prepared,  and  others 
are  in  course  of  preparation  for  further 
improvements  throughout  the  Borough. 
The  much  talked  about  Public  Conveni¬ 
ences  have  been  provided  on  the  Plains ; 
improvements  effected  in  the  Cattle 
Market,  and  the  interior  of  the  Guild¬ 
hall  redecorated. 

House  building  operations  have  com¬ 
menced  on  the  Priory  Estate,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  new  Secondary  School  will 
be  built  during  the  coming  year, as  plans 
have  been  approved  for  a  school  to  be 
built  by  the  Devon  County  Council  on 
a  site  on  the  Ashburton  Road. 

Infectious  diseases  have  been  kept 
down  to  a  minimum,  as  in  the  year 


1923. 


The  features  which  have  not  yet 
changed  since  my  last  Annual  Report, 
are  as  follows:  Acreage,  1,422;  subsoil 
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is  of  a  diabase  and  limestone,  with  clay 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  town.  The 
highest  altitude  in  the  Borough  is  469 
feet  above  Ordnance  Datum,  and  the 
lowest  altitude  is  6.9  feet  below  O.D. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  good  supply  of  water  has^  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year  without 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  former 
years,  that  is  on  account  of  abnormal 
rain,  which  fell  practically  thro^hout 
the  whole  of  the  year.  A  Sin.  !^nt’s 
Waste  Detecting  Meter  has  been  fixed 
on  a  bye-pass  at  Stray  Park,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  soon  pay  for  its  cost. 

Filtration  of  the  town  water  is  not 
necessary,  as  the  supplies  are  from  deep 
springs. 

Six  reservoirs  with  a  total  capacity  of 
553,000  gallons  are  served  by  springs, 
which  normally  yield  70,000  gallons 
daily. 

During  the  year  no  new  water  mains 
have  been  laid,  but  a  scheme  for  laying 
a  new  4in.  water  main  to  the  Priory  Es¬ 
tate  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  sanction  to  borrow  the 
necessary  money  obtained.  Water  has 
been  laid  on  five  premises  for  domestic 
purposes,  and  to  three  premises  for 
trade  purposes. 

During  the  year  several  baths  have 
been  fixed,  and  water  supply  to  several 
w.c.  cisterns,  which  previously  had  been 
without  flushing  cisterns. 

A  good  number  of  valves  on  the  water 
mains  have  been  cleaned  and  overhauled 
during  the  year. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DIS¬ 
POSAL. 

The  engines  and  pumps  have  given 
every  satisfaction  throughout  the  year. 

The  usual  chokages  have  occurred  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  chiefly 
from  sand  and  silt  accumulating  in  the 
far  too  level  sewers,  especially  in  the 
Warland  area,  where  the  tides  back 
pounds  the  sewage,  and  the  sand,  etc., 
is  deposited  in  the  pipes. 

The  whole  length  of  the  old  sewer 
from  the  Oxford  Arms  in  Fore  Street 
to  Shute  Road,  has  been  opened  at  in¬ 
tervals  of  six  to  eight  feet,  and  the 
whole  of  the  sand  removed  therefrom. 

The  sewer  near  the  Steamer  Quay  has 
been  treated  in  a  similar  manner. 

A  scheme  for  sewering  the  Priory 
Building  Estate  with  a  9in.  sewer  and 
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six  manholes,  received  the  approval  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  loan 
sanctioned,  approximately  half  the 
scheme,  will  be  done  before  the  end  of 
the  present  year,  to  meet  the  present 
demands  as  the  houses  are  being  built. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  lay¬ 
ing  a  new  9in.  sewer  to  the  proposed 
new  Girls’  School, and  sanction  obtained 
from  the  G.W.R.  to  lay  it  alongside 
their  siding  line,  and  thereby  save  a 
considerable  sum  of  money.  When  laid 
this  sewer  will  open  certain  lands  for 
building  in  that  direction. 

BUILDINGS. 

During  the  year  three  new  houses 
have  been  built  in  the  Borough,  and 
premises  converted  into  a  dwelling 
house. 

It  is  hoped  that  house  building  will 
steadily  continue  on  the  Priory  Estate, 
now  that  operations  have  commenced ; 
plans  for  the  first  four  houses  have  been 
passed,  and  two  of  these  completed. 

In  order  to  encourage  intending  house 
builders  to  take  advantage  of  the  sub¬ 
sidy  offered  by  the  Government  for 
houses  of  a  certain  size  and  character, 
the  Council  formulated  a  scheme  which 
increased  the  subsidy  offered,  to  ninety 
pounds  (£90) ,  which  ought  to  have  been 
an  inducement  to  build,  but  the  result 
was  very  disappointing,  only  one  appli¬ 
cation  was  received  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  subsidy  to  be  paid  to 
this  person,  but  on  receiving  tenders  for 
the  building  of  his  louse  they  were 
found  to  be  so  high  as  to  render  it  im¬ 
possible  to  ,go  on,  and  the  subsidy  was 
not  paid. 

After  laborious  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  Council,  such  a  poor  response  was 
not  much  reward  for  the  work  attached 
to  promoting  such  a  scheme. 

Efforts  were  made  to  secure  suitable 
land  for  house  building,  in  order  to  as¬ 
sist  those  who  intended  to  build  and 
could  not  get  suitable  sites.  This,  too, 
was  unsuccessful,  owing  to  the  high 
prices  asked  for  building  land. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Council  have 
done  all  they  could  to  encourage  devel¬ 
opment,  and  have  met  with  very  little 
success,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  spade 
work  done  this  year  will  bear  fruit  in 
the  near  future,  and  that  the  Borough 
will  be  provided  with  the  houses  which 
are  so  badly  required. 
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TOWN  PLANNING. 

A  distinct  move  forward  has  been 
made  during  the  year  under  this  head¬ 
ing.  The  Council  very  wisely  passed  a 
resolution  deciding  to  prepare  a  “Town 
Planning  Scheme”  for  the  whole  of  the 
Borough,  and  so  plan  out  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  future  on  proper  lines  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  plan  and  scheme  which 
is  in  course  of  preparation. 

Map  One  of  the  scheme  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  and  passed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  an  “Interim  development 
order  granted.”  Unfortunately,  owing 
to  other  more  urgent  schemes  having  to 
be  prepared  and  dealt  with,  the  second 
stage  of  the  Town  Planning  Scheme  has 
been  held  in  abeyance  for  a  while,  but 
will  be  proceeded  with  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture.  The  chief  items  in  the  scheme 
will  probably  be  the  zoning  of  land 
likely  to  be  developed  within  the  next 
fifteen  to  twenty  years,  the  provision  of 
a  bye-pass  road  to  relieve  the  excessive 
motor  traffic  using  the  main  street,  pro¬ 
vision  made  for  road  widening  where 
necessary,  provision  made  for  preserv¬ 
ing  the  amenities  of  the  old  historical 
Borough,  and  other  important  provi¬ 
sions  will  be  included.  Town  Planning 
for  towns  over  20,000  population  is  com¬ 
pulsory,  but  not  for  smaller  towns,  so 
that  the  Borough  of  Totnes  are  to  be 
congratulated  for  having  embarked  on 
such  an  ambitious  and  necessary 
scheme,  which  points  clearly  to  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  Council  to  have  the  Bor¬ 
ough  developed  on  well  thought  out 
lines. 

BOROUGH  PARK. 

The  weather  during  the  past  year 
having  been  unsuitable  for  outdoor 
sports  and  games,  the  Park  has  not 
been  used  to  the  fullest  extent. 

The  Bowling  Green  has  been  well  pat¬ 
ronised,  although  the  weather  for 
bowling,  has  not  been  ideal,  and  a  full 
set  of  equipment  has  been  purchased 
for  the  green. 

Children’s  swings  have  been  designed 
and  erected,  a  new  pavilion  for  tennis 
players  with  two  compartments  for  use 
as  public  shelters  has  been  designed  and 
constructed. 

New  entrance  gates  have  been  de¬ 
signed  and  erected  to  the  entrance  to 
the  Fair  Field  at  the  east  end  of  the 
Park ;  a  scheme  for  a  better  Qiitrance  at 
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thi6  west  end  has  been  prepared,  and  is 
now  under  consideration. 

The  embankment  near  the  Station  on 
the  west  side  has  been  leased  by  the 
Council,  and  greatly  improved  by  hav¬ 
ing  a  stone  wall  built  and  the  bank 
planted. 

A  miniature  nine-hole  golf  course  or 
“putting  green”  has  been  laid,  but  was 
not  patronised  as  these  are  in  other 
towns ;  probably  the  unsuitable  weather 
had  something  to  do  with  it. 

The  receipts  have  suffered  on  account 
of  the  poor  weather  in  the  summer,  and 
are  less  than  last  year. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

As  in  former  years  this  work  has  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily  by  contract. 
The  refuse,  however,  is  being  tipped  by 
the  side  of  the  river,  which  I  have  re¬ 
ported  before  in  my  annual  report  is 
undesirable.  The  Council  fully  discussed 
this  matter,  and  prices  were  obtained 
for  a  destructor,  but  it  was  found  im¬ 
possible  to  purchase  one  at  present.  The 
Council,  I  feel  sure,  will  deal  effectively 
with  this  nuisance  when  funds  will  al¬ 
low. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  34  dairies  and  cowsheds  in 
the  Borough,  which  are  now  in  a  fairly 
good  condition  structurally,  but  still 
further  improvements  might  be  effected. 

A  large  amount  of  the  milk  consumed 
in  the  Borough  is  produced  outside  the 
Borough  Boundaries,  and  the  inspection 
of  these  dairies  and  cowsheds  comes  un¬ 
der  other  local  authorities. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

As  in  former  years  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  deals  with  the  details  of  this 
subject. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases 
throughout  the  year,  I  am  pleased  to 
state,  is  one  of  the  lowest  the  Borough 
has  had  for  some  time,  and  most  of  the 
cases  that  have  occurred  have  been  im¬ 
ported. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  sanitary  ar¬ 
rangements  of  the  Senior  School,  better 
known  as  the  Church  School, would  have 
been  completely  overhauled  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Junior  or  Grove  School 
last  year,  but  owing  to  lack  of  funds 
the  work  has  not  been  carried  out.  An¬ 
other  scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation 
which  may  be  found  possible  to  be  car¬ 
ried  out. 
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As  in  former  years  the  inspection  of 
slaughter  houses  and  meat  has  been  car¬ 
ried  out,  and  several  animals  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
have  been  condemned  and  destroyed. 

The  construction  of  sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  has  got  rid  of  a  nuisance  at  that 
part  of  the  town  occasioned  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  so  many  chars-a-banc  on  the 
Plains  during  the  summer  season. 

HIGHWAYS. 

The  mileage  remains  the  same  since 
last  year,  and  is  as  follows :  Four  miles 
four  furlongs  of  classified  main  roads, 
and  eight  miles  district  roads.  The 
main  roads  in  the  Borough  are  now  in 
a  fair  condition,  but  could  be  very  much 
improved,  if  funds  would  allow  for  buy¬ 
ing  and  using  a  better  class  material. 
Whenever  possible  the  old  water  bound 
macadam  is  being  replaced  with  tar 
macadam. 

All  the  main  roads  were  sprayed  this 
year,  and  several  materials  tried.  After 
a  summer’s  wear  it  is  found  that  Spray- 
mex  and  Texeco  are  the  most  suitable 
for  the  Borough. 

The  hill  in  the  main  street,  commonly 
known  as  Arch  Hill,  was  resurfaced 
with  “Mastermac”  grouting.  This  has 
proved  very  successful  up  to  date.  It 
has  already  been  reported  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  that  when  the  Station  Road  is  next 
resurfaced,  either  reinforced  concrete  or 
asphalte  should  be  used.  Most  of  the 
'district  roads  in  the  Borough  are  in  a 
bad  condition,  and  cannot  really  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  go  any  longer.  Nothing  has 
been  spent  on  them  for  some  consider¬ 
able  time,  and  their  condition  now  war¬ 
rants  a  considerable  sum  being  spent  on 
them. 

A  useful  road  widening  scheme  is  be¬ 
ing  carried  out  at  present,  brought 
about  by  the  offer  of  iSuflS.cient  land  to 
do  the  job  from  the  three  owners  of, 
and  adjoining  the  Priory  Estate.  A 
scheme  for  widening  the  whole  of  the 
Bridgetown  Hill  from  Coldharbour  to 
Highlands  was  prepared,  but  so  far  has 
not  matured. 

The  Totnes  and  Paignton  Councils  are 
preparing  a  joint  scheme  for  widening 
the  Totnes-Paignton  road  in  their  re¬ 
spective  areas.  The  width  of  road 
agreed  on  is  40  feet,  and  the  prelimin¬ 
aries  have  been  agreed  between  the  two 
Authorities.  The  Totnes  Bridge  over 
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the  River  Dart  has  had  a  reinforced 
concrete  raft  laid  over  the  arches,  in  or¬ 
der  to  protect  the  structure.  This  work 
was  done  by  the  County  Council. 

PRIVATE  STREET  WORKS. 

A  scheme  for  making  up  the  Jubilee 
Road  under  the  Private  Street  Works 
Act,  1892,  was  prepared,  but  owing  to 
its  cost,  was  abandoned,  and  the  second 
scheme  prepared,  which  has  been  accep¬ 
ted,  and  tenders  have  been  invited  for 
the  work,  which  will  be  commenced  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

STREET  LIGHUNC. 

During  the  season  118  lamps  have 
been  in  use.  Ten  new  lanterns  have 
been  fixed. 

The  Arch  Clock,  which  has  been  illum¬ 
inated  by  gas,  is  now  lighted  by  electri¬ 
city,  with  an  automatic  lighter  and  ex¬ 
tinguisher  to  work  the  lighting. 

MARKETS. 

Alterations  and  additions  to  the  Pig 
Pens  in  the  Cattle  Market  have  been 
carried  out;  15  new  pig  pens  with  an 
unloading  place  and  corridor  have  been 
provided.  To  complete  the  scheme  an¬ 
other  8  pens  are  being  made  for  pigs  by 
a  little  alteration  to  one  or  two  exist¬ 
ing  sheep  pens.  The  accommodation  for 
pigs  is  nothing  sufficient,  and  pigs  have 
to  be  sold  in  carts,  not  being  able  to 
find  pens  for  them. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
support  during  the  year,  and  my  col¬ 
leagues  for  their  kindly  co-operation  in 
this,  my  last  year,  of  Borough  Sur¬ 
veyor  in  the  Borough. 

I  am,  yours  obediently, 

ROBT.  N.  ARMSTRONG. 

A.R.San.I. ;  M.I.M.  and  Cy.E. 


